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Questions to Ask During the Intake 
Process in Order to Write the Medicare 
Section of the BS&A 
January 2021 

Before you can use this Medicare Guide, and as you are preparing to write the BS&A for a Title 
II disability (or concurrent) beneficiary, you need to know the answers to the following 
questions.  Asking the right questions during the intake, and knowing how to verify/clarify 
everything you hear from the beneficiary or see on the BPQY, is critical to correctly analyzing 
the Medicare portion of the health care section. 

Questions about Medicare and Medicaid 
1. Has Medicare started, or is the beneficiary still in the Medicare Qualifying Period 

(MQP)?   (Date of entitlement is fewer than 24 months prior to current date) 

2. Does the beneficiary also receive an SSI cash benefit? If Medicare has started there 
should be as yes on the “buy-in” line under Part B, and Social Security should not be 
deducting the premium from the Title II payment. 

• Does the state pay the Part B premium if the beneficiary goes into 1619(b) 
status Medicaid, regardless of the beneficiary’s income? 

3. If the beneficiary is not eligible for SSI, does the beneficiary have full Medicaid coverage 
under another category?  State payment of Part B is optional for certain groups of 
Medicaid recipients. 

• Does your state pay the Part B premium for people with full Medicaid 
coverage, including optional Medicaid groups, e.g. Medicaid buy-in & Home 
and Community Based (HCB) waiver participants? 

4. Did the beneficiary get SSI at one time, but the SSI was terminated when the Title II 
benefit started or increased? 

• Is the individual eligible for continued Medicaid coverage as a Special 
Medicaid Beneficiary (Pickle Amendment, Medicaid Protected Childhood 
Disability Beneficiaries, or Disabled Widow(er) beneficiaries)? 

5. If the beneficiary doesn’t have SSI or full Medicaid, does the beneficiary get Part B 
premium assistance through one of the Medicare Savings Programs (MSP)?  
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6. What is the beneficiary’s family size?  If married, does the spouse have income? 

7. Does the beneficiary have resources below the MSP limit (135% of the federal poverty 
level)?  Below the LIS limit (150% of the federal poverty level)? 

Questions about Earnings Goal and Past/Future Use of Work Incentives 
1. Will the earnings goal (initial work or increased work activity) result in countable income 

above the applicable MSP limit (QMB, SLMB, QI or QDWI)? 

2. Will the earnings goal result in countable income above the applicable LIS limit (Full or 
Partial Low Income Subsidy)? 

3. Based on the earnings goal and analysis of work incentives usage, is it likely that Social 
Security will make a decision of SGA?  Or, will Title II benefits continue in spite of 
earnings? 

4. Does the beneficiary have some or all TWP months remaining? 

5. Does the beneficiary have no TWP months remaining, but cessation/grace period is still 
available? 

6. If TWP is used and cessation occurred, is the cessation month before or after the 15th 
month of the EPE? 

Resources 
Medicare and You publication (https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10050-Medicare-and-
You.pdf)  
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